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1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 The regular meeting of the Glencoe Sustainability Task Force conducted virtually in 

accordance with Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2022-07 was called to order by 
Chairperson Barney Gallagher at 7:05 p.m. on the 22nd day of March 2022.  

 
The following Task Force members were virtually present:  
Barney Gallagher, Chair 
Peter Mulvaney, Vice-Chair (7:15 pm) 
Bob Breisblatt  
Sandy Culver 
Hall Healy 
Tina Hostert 
Helyn Latham  
Catherine Procopi 
Larry Reilly 
Laurie Tuchman  
Jennifer Varela 
 
The following task force members were absent: 
Linda Lin  
Lisa Brooks 
Joshua Markus 
 
Also present were: 
Eric Loeb, Volunteer  
Rosie Lalonde, Volunteer  
Jeff Mawdsley, Staff Liaison/Public Works Management Analyst  
 
Chairperson Gallagher stated that a quorum of members of the Task Force was present via 
remote access and that Management Analyst Jeff Mawdsley was physically present at 
Village Hall pursuant to the Open Meetings Act (OMA). 
 

 
2. CONSIDERATION OF THE FEBRUARY 22, 2022, STF MEETING MINUTES         

Upon a motion made by Ms. Hostert and seconded by Mr. Healy and unanimously adopted 
by all those present by roll call vote, the meeting minutes for February 22, 2022, were 
approved.  
 
Chairperson Gallagher also introduced Ms. Rosie Lalonde, who is a new volunteer with the 
Green Lawns group.  
 

3. GLENCOE SURVEY PRELIMINARY RESULTS AND DRAWING  
Chairperson Gallagher invited Analyst Mawdsley to conduct the drawing for the baskets. 
Analyst Mawdsley walked through the process of selecting the winners. Mr. Breisblatt asked 
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if anyone would be considered ineligible. Ms. Hostert said that members of the GSTF and 
their families were not eligible to win the gift baskets. Mr. Gallagher asked if there were plans 
to take pictures of the winners and their baskets. Mr. Mawdsley said they would take pictures 
of the winners with their baskets if they consented. The following names were drawn: 
 

• Day Out in Glencoe: Bev Fetzer 
• Date Night: Joshua Cooper 
• For the Whole Family: Genevieve Tokic* 
• Health & Wellness: Michelle Mutter 

 
(*Initially, Marjorie Briesblatt’s name was drawn for the For the Whole Family basket. Mr. Briesblatt 
confirmed that Marjorie is his spouse. There being no objection, Marjorie was declared ineligible 
because she is in the family of a GSTF member, and another name was drawn.)  
 
Mr. Mawdsley said he would notify the winners and verify they were Glencoe residents.  
 
There was some discussion about how to further thank the businesses that donated to the gift 
baskets.  
 
Mr. Gallagher thanked everyone that contributed to the development of the survey, especially 
Ms. Hostert, Ms. Varella, Ms. Lin, Mr. Loeb, and Ms. Lathym.  
 
The GSTF began discussing the results. Chairmen Gallagher noted that 492 Glencoe residents 
participated in the survey, and the consensus was that this was fantastic. Chairmen Gallagher 
said he was also pleasantly surprised that 60 percent of the respondents were aware of the GSTF. 
Ms. Hostert echoed this sentiment and said she was excited that 91 people said that they would 
be willing to volunteer for future efforts. Mr. Breisblatt asked if we could figure out easily which 
91 people they were, and Mr. Mawdsley confirmed that he could manipulate the data to show 
that information. Mr. Breisblatt suggested that we reach out to them to acknowledge them. Mr. 
Loeb suggested that we could cross-reference the list with their answer to their prioritization.  
 
Looking at the age of interested people question (Question 4), Mr. Loeb noted that he was 
surprised that the Children-over-18 category had the lowest result. There was some discussion 
about why that may be and its significance. There was a discussion about surveying children 
directly to gauge their concerns. Barney suggested that the new student group could help conduct 
that.  
 
Mr. Breisblatt said that he was encouraged by the number of people that answered that 
sustainability was important to them (Question 5). 
 
Ms. Hostert found that Question 6’s top choice of Waste Reduction was very interesting. She feels 
there is a disconnect between this answer and people’s behavior. Mr. Gallagher said he was 
surprised that Tree Preservation was the second-highest answer. There was some discussion 
about tree preservation concerns. Mr. Loeb said that it is a reflection of the value that residents 
place on trees and that it is what helps set Glencoe apart from other communities. Analyst 
Mawdsley said that the Village will be working on revisions to the Tree Preservation Ordinance 
this spring. There was some additional discussion about the Village’s tree preservation activities.  
 
In looking at Question 7, there was some discussion about biking in Glencoe. Ms. Lalonde said 
that a lot of biking is for recreation and exercise instead of substituting a car trip with a bike ride. 
Mr. Breisblatt said that this may be a function of a lack of bike racks. Ms. Hostert said she agreed 
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that she did not see a lot of adults riding bikes. There was some discussion about students riding 
to school. 
Chairperson Gallagher looked at Question 7 and focused on where we were low. He was 
particularly disappointed with the low awareness and participation of the Community Solar 
program. He said that the GSTF has done a significant amount of promotion with the program, 
and there appeared to be very little impact on awareness. There was some discussion of the 
program. Chairperson Gallagher said that it was a difficult program to explain.  
 
Ms. Procoppi suggested that, based on the survey results, we spend more time promoting 
sustainable activities, like the community solar program or considering an EV. Mr. Reilly said 
there are several pages and links on the website for Community Solar, but he said that the 
challenge is getting people to follow those links. Mr. Varela said that there may be an opportunity 
to promote this at upcoming events, including Donate and Recycle Day. There was a discussion 
about distributing information at Earth Day and the Farmer’s Market. 
 
Mr. Reilly went back to question 6, looking at the tree preservation response. Mr. Reilly 
questioned how aggressive the Village Arborist enforces the Village’s regulations. Analyst 
Mawdsley said he did not know. Mr. Mulvaney said that the arborist has limited powers on 
private property due to property rights. There was some more discussion about promoting tree 
preservation and highlighting the importance of trees to the community.  
 
The discussion moved on to Question 8, about where people get their information. Analyst 
Mawdsley said he would create a word cloud based on the answers to help identify the most 
common responses.  
 
On Question 10, Chairperson Gallagher said he was very pleased with the awareness that the 
Leave the Leaves campaign received. Ms. Hostert said that about 77 percent of people were aware 
of it, and about 30 percent did it, which she thought was pretty good for the first year. Mr. Loeb 
noted that 68 percent of people that were asked if they wanted to learn more about it said they 
did.  Ms. LaLonde said that people her theory is that people were interested in it, but they wanted 
to learn more about it.  
 
Moving on to Question 14 and public recycling containers, Mr. Briesblatt asked if different 
receptacle form factors may help improve recycling. Mr. Mulvaney said there was a lot of research 
that said these do not help. Mr. Gallagher reported that some members of the GSTF were 
finalizing a meeting with SWANCC to discuss education efforts for more effective recycling and 
reducing contamination. Mr. Mulvaney also noted that educating people about reducing items 
going into the waste stream is important. Ms. Lalonde felt that most people do not frequently 
look at what can be recycled, and their first instinct is to throw it in with their landfill waste.   
 
Ms. Hostert said that Question 15 shows that people are willing to pay a little more to not think 
about recycling when they are shopping or attending events.  
 
In looking at Question 17, Chairperson Gallagher suggested that we summarize this information 
to the business community. Chairperson Gallagher said that the Sustainable Business group 
could take this on. Ms. Procoppi said that Question 17 connects with Question 15, and we can use 
that to show businesses what more they can do and that people are willing to pay more for it. Ms. 
Hostert said that many businesses are not recycling properly and that more employee education 
is needed.  
 
Chairperson Gallagher said that an immediate need is to produce a summary report for the public 
and the Village Board that summarizes the results.  
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On Question 20, it was noted that only 10 percent of people were not interested in an electric 
vehicle.  
 
There was some discussion about biking and walking in relation to Question 21.  
 
Chairperson Gallagher closed the discussion on the survey results by saying that each group had 
data from the survey to review and act upon.  

 
4. RUBY MASCOT UPDATE  
 
Mr. Breisblatt started by reviewing the lack of progress in asking for funds for the costume 
purchase mostly because there still isn’t a strong link between Ruby and sustainability. If it does 
get stronger, the STF would have a stronger case to make to these other agencies to help with the 
purchase. Mr. Breisblatt said that there is also a logistical concern that when Ruby would make 
an appearance, it would require a team of two, one person to wear the mascot and another to 
guide the person around and field questions.  
 
Ms. Hostert suggested that the STF procure a plush hummingbird that could be used at events, 
such as the farmer’s market. Ms. Varela said that Ruby should be used as more of a vehicle to get 
a sustainability message out, so if we’re not going to purchase a costume in the short term, what 
is an interim step? There was consensus that a visual display would be effective. Mr. Healy 
suggested a wooden carving may be a good alternative. Mr. Healy will get pictures of examples.  
 
Mr. Mulvaney suggested getting a flag or banner, which may help with increasing awareness and 
spreading a sustainability message. Mr. Healy said the Green Lawns team would discuss it and 
come back with a discussion.  

  
5. EARTH DAY PLANNING   
 
Ms. Latham said that they were working to put on a garbage clean-up day that would take place 
at five different locations across the Village. There was some discussion on the t-shirt re-order.  
 
Ms. Varela confirmed the number of GSTF members that can be included in the Public Awareness 
meeting as four appointed members.  
 
6. SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES (AS NEEDED)  
 
Ms. Hostert said that there was proposed legislation to designate a state-wide composting week 
and that Go Green Winnetka was asking for people to submit witness slips to the Illinois Senate.  
 
Mr. Healy updated the GSTF on the progress of the consortium of 11 local communities on the 
subject of gas-powered leaf blowers.    
 
7. GLENCOE COMMUNITY BOARD AND COMMITTEE UPDATES (AS NEEDED)      

A. Village: Mr. Mulvaney reported that the Chicken Ordinance has passed. The Village will 
allow up to 10 residents to keep chickens in their backyard.  

 
Analyst Mawdsley said that the Village was beginning to renegotiate the waste hauling 
contract with Lakeshore Recycling Services. One of the areas that will be discussed will 
be curbside compost collection.  
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Analyst Mawdsley reminded the GSTF that landscape waste and food scrap (compost) 
collection would start on April 6.  
 
Analyst Mawdsley also report that the charge station was installed, and the only 
outstanding item was waiting for ComEd to install a meter. The station should be 
activated after spring break. Analyst Mawdsley said that the Village was going to 
customize some signage to include the GSTF logo.  
 
Ms. Latham asked if the energy coming from solar. Analyst Mawdsley said the energy is 
coming from ComEd, and he does not know their sources. Ms. Hostert asked if the 
Village is getting its electricity from the Community Solar program. Analyst Mawdsley 
said he would follow up.  
 
Analyst Mawdsley reported that the plants for the pollinator garden on the west side of 
Village Hall had been put on order. Ms. Latham asked if the GSTF could install some 
hummingbird feeders in this garden. Analyst Mawdsley said he would follow up on 
that.  
 
Analyst Mawdsley reminded the GSTF that pet license and vehicle sticker  
 
Mr. Healy asked when Ruby could be on the vehicle sticker. Jeff said he would ask about 
when that could be done.  
 
Library: There was some discussion about upcoming library programs that Friends of 
the Green Bay Trail had organized. They have asked the GSTF about co-sponsorship. 
Chairperson Gallagher said he would reach out to the group and discuss this. It was 
noted that there wasn’t a program scheduled for August given so many people take a 
vacation that month.  
 

8. OTHER BUSINESS        
Mr. Mulvaney also brought up that he had suggested at the Village Board Meeting that the 
GSTF and the Glencoe Council for Inclusion and Community conduct a joint meeting given 
some of the overlaps in their respective missions. The consensus was that the GSTF should 
pursue this meeting. 
 
Ms. Culver stated that she was hopeful that she would get questions from the community 
for an Ask Ruby article. However, in case she did not, she asked if any GSTF members had 
suggestions for topics. Chairperson Gallagher said he would draft something about the 
Community Solar program.  
 
There was a discussion about the continuation of virtual meetings.  

 
9. PUBLIC COMMENT TIME              

Analyst Mawdsley said that the GSTF had received one public comment. Brad Levinson 
urged the GSTF to start a milkweed challenge to plant 10,000 milkweeds this summer.     
 

10. CLOSING FAREWELL AND ADJOURN          
Then there being no further business to come before the GSTF, a motion to close the meeting 
was made by Ms. Hostert and seconded by Ms. Culver. Being no objections, the meeting 
was adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 
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